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Every Child Has a Right to an Education

The Federal McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act states that children and youth who lack a
fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime residence are considered homeless.

If, due to a loss of housing, a child must live in a shelter, motel, vehicle, or campground, on the
street, in abandoned buildings, or doubled-up with relatives or friends, then he/she is eligible to
receive services provided under the McKinney-Vento Act.

The McKinney-Vento Education for Homeless Children and Youth Program is designed to
address the problems that homeless children and youth have faced in enrolling, attending, and
succeeding in school. Under this program, state educational agencies must ensure that each
homeless child and youth has equal access to the same free, appropriate public education,
including a public preschool education, as other children and youth.

Homeless children and youth must have access to the educational and other services that they
need to enable them to meet the same challenging State student academic achievement
standards to which all students are held. In addition, homeless students may not be separated
from the mainstream school environment.

Under McKinney-Vento, children (PreK-12) have the right to:

e Continue to attend the school they last attended before they lost their housing (school
of origin), if that is the parent/guardian’s choice and is in the child’s best interest, or the
school which is zoned for their temporary residence.

e Enroll and attend classes immediately while the school arranges for the transfer of
school and immunization records and other required enrollment documents.

e If necessary, enroll and attend classes in the school selected by the parent/guardian
(school of origin or zoned school), while the school and the parent/guardian seek to
resolve a dispute over which school is in the best interest of the child - NOTE: This does
not mean any school in the district, only the school of origin or zoned school.



e Receive transportation to the school of origin (if a parent/guardian requests such
transportation).

e Participate in any school programs and receive any school services for which they
qualify.

Hot Topics

e House Bill 1577
Florida House Bill (HB) 1577 was approved by Governor DeSantis on April 6, 2022, with
an effective date of July 1, 2022. This bill enacts the following:

o Revises the definition of homeless youth for the purposes of Florida tuition
exemption.

o Requires school districts to provide information cards to certified homeless
unaccompanied youth, which include the youths’ rights as well as certification
information.

o Requires school districts and postsecondary institutions to provide
postsecondary transition counseling to homeless students identified through
McKinney-Vento.

o Requires the Office of Program Policy Analysis and Government Accountability to
conduct a study on the effectiveness of services provided to homeless students
in Florida.

Florida McKinney-Vento State Goals
Each School District will:

o Consistently identify at least 5% of their FRL enrollment as homeless in a school year.

o Consistently achieve at least a 90% school attendance rate for students identified as
homeless in a school year.

e Consistently promote at least 90% of students identified as homeless in a school year to
the next grade at the end of each year.


https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=76563&SessionId=93
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